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Senate
The Senate met at 9:20 a.m. and was

called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

God of hope, You have shown us that
authentic hope always is rooted in
Your faithfulness in keeping Your
promises. We hear Your assurance, ‘‘Be
not afraid, I am with you.’’ We place
our hope in Your problem-solving
power, Your conflict-resolving pres-
ence, and Your anxiety-dissolving
peace.

Lord, You have helped us discover
the liberating power of an unreserved
commitment to You. When we commit
to You our lives and each of the chal-
lenges we face, we are not only released
from the tension of living on our own
limited resources, but a mysterious
movement of Your providence begins.
The company of heaven, plus people
and circumstances begin to rally to our
aid. Unexpected resources are released;
unexplainable good things start hap-
pening. We claim the promise of Psalm
37:5,7 ‘‘Commit your way to the Lord,
trust also in Him, and He will bring it
to pass.’’ In the name of our Lord and
Saviour. Amen.
f

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able acting majority leader, Senator
STEVENS of Alaska, is recognized.
f

SCHEDULE

Mr. STEVENS. Thank you, Mr.
President pro tempore. I have a mes-
sage here from the majority leader.

For the information of all Senators,
this morning, following remarks that I
will make, the Senate will resume con-
sideration of the reconciliation bill. At
approximately 9:30 a.m. this morning
the Senate will proceed to a series of

back-to-back rollcall votes on or in re-
lation to a number of amendments
which were offered last evening, alter-
nating between each side of the aisle
and ending with the final passage of
the Balanced Budget Act. Also, by con-
sent, there will be 2 minutes of debate
equally divided on each amendment
prior to each vote. Therefore, Senators
can expect a lengthy series of back-to-
back rollcall votes as the Senate dis-
poses of all amendments in order to the
budget reconciliation bill.

Following final passage, the Senate
is expected to proceed to consideration
of S. 949, the Tax Fairness Act. As pre-
viously announced, all Members may
expect busy sessions of the Senate the
next couple of days as the Senate
works to complete action on the budg-
et reconciliation process prior to the
Fourth of July recess.
f

THE RETIREMENT OF ROBERT J.
OPINSKY

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, after a
distinguished 40-year career with the
U.S. Postal Service and its predecessor
the Post Office Department, my good
friend Robert J. Opinsky is retiring.

Bob traveled to Alaska in 1956 for a
summer vacation. By the time the va-
cation was over, Bob was ready to be-
come a full-time Alaskan.

He began working with the Post Of-
fice Department in Anchorage that
year in 1956. By 1970, having served in
almost every capacity at the Post Of-
fice, he was named Anchorage Post-
master.

When the Anchorage Division was
created in 1986, Bob became Division
Manager. He was the top Postal Serv-
ice official in our state, responsible for
the delivery and retail operations of all
209 post offices in Alaska.

There have been tremendous chal-
lenges during Bob’s career, and he’s
met them with his characteristic quiet
efficiency.

One example is how he managed to
keep the mail flowing after Alaska’s

1964 earthquake, which I remind the
Senate measured 9.2 on the Richter
scale.

Bob was foreman of delivery and col-
lection at that time.

He worked around the clock and kept
the mail moving, even though much of
what we call southcentral Alaska was
brought to its knees by the disaster.

As our population increased after
North Slope oil was discovered and pro-
duction began, Bob led a team which
built and updated more than 50 post of-
fices in a hurry to keep up with the
growing number of Alaskans.

In his quiet manner, Bob made sure
the task was accomplished quickly and
efficiently.

Bob has also ensured that distin-
guished postal officials learn about
Alaska.

Hosting several Postmasters General,
the entire Postal Service Board of Gov-
ernors and members of the Postal Rate
Commission on their visits to Alaska,
Bob has given them a firsthand view of
the beauty of our State, and also an
awareness of our unique problems.

I have traveled with Bob to postal
functions all over our State: post office
dedications, stamp ceremonies, or town
meetings to discuss new facilities.

Everywhere we have gone together, it
has been obvious how well-liked and re-
spected Bob Opinsky is. He is an Alas-
kan’s Alaskan, with a real can-do spir-
it.

While working his way up the ladder
at the Post Office, Bob put himself
through college. He worked hard to be-
come the best manager in the Postal
Service, and he has succeeded.

Many awards have come his way over
four decades, but perhaps the recogni-
tion he most treasures is the Post-
master General Award for Executive
Achievement, presented to him in 1991
by Postmaster General Tony Frank.

Bob is married to a lifelong Alaskan,
the former Edith Jordet—Edie to many
of our friends. They have raised three
great children, William, John, and
Celine.
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